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A History of Egypt from the Earliest Times to the Persian Conquest. 
By James Henry Breasted, Ph.D., Professor of Egyptology 
and Oriental History in the University of Chicago. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1905. Pp. xxix+634. 

The day has long gone by when the tales of Herodotus passed for 
sober history, and the chronology of Manefho and his excerptors was 
accepted with littie or no question. Except where they treat of contemporary 
matters, Greek writers have proved to be but blind guides for Egyptian 
history; the Manethonian chronology, after repeated attempts by many 
scholars to reconcile it with monuments, has been finally demolished 
within the past few years by Eduard Meyer; and Egyptologists have long 
since recognized that all investigations into the history of ancient Egypt 
must proceed upon the basis of the contemporary native monuments. 
Yet, while a very large amount of inscriptional material has accumulated 
and is now at the disposal of scholars, much of it is disappointing. The 
great majority of Egyptian inscriptions were composed, not to record histori- 
cal facts, but to gratify the vanity of kings and grandees; and it too often 
happens that, when the chaff of fulsome laudation and empty titles is 
winnowed away, but few grains of real information remain. All facts 
that could offend the delicate susceptibilities of the reigning dynasty are 
rigidly suppressed, and it is only by reading between the lines that the 
trained observer is able to perceive the true course of events. For some 
periods, moreover, the available material is extremely scanty, as the utmost 
diligence of the investigator can glean merely the barest outiine. 

The writer of a history of Egypt has, therefore, no easy task, and the 
difficulty is increased by the fact that comparatively few of the published 
inscriptions are free from error. As it was impossible to rely upon the 
accuracy of these copies, it became Dr. Breasted 's task to lay the founda- 
tion for his work by collating anew the whole body of the Egyptian historical 
inscriptions. For this he had exceptional opportunities. A pupil of Adolf 
Erman, the founder of the modern school of Egyptology, and associated 
with his instructor in his work on the great Egyptian dictionary now in 
course of preparation in Germany, he had ready access to all the material 
stored in the museums of Europe, and a sojourn in Egypt gave him addi- 
tional advantages. A valuable result of Dr. Breasted 's labors in this 
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direction appeared in his Ancient Records of Egypt. 1 In this work, utiliz- 
ing the results of his exhaustive collations and interpreting the texts in the 
light of modern Egyptological science, he presented, in an admirable Eng- 
lish version, all the ancient Egyptian historical documents, arranged in 
chronological order and supplied with explanatory introductions and notes. 
The Ancient Records, important in itself, forms at the same time an 
invaluable adjunct to the author's History of Egypt. It enables the stu- 
dent, aided by plentiful footnote references in the latter work, to consult 
the inscriptional sources in all cases, and offers an appropriate and con- 
venient repository for all matter of a technical nature, which is very 
properly excluded from the History. 

Dr. Breasted 's History of Egypt is distinctly a modern presentation of 
the subject, based upon a new and thorough study of all the sources and 
embodying all the great advances in Egyptology, in which the past twenty 
years have been especially fruitful. Covering a wide range of time, from 
the earliest period down to the Persian conquest in 525 B. c, the book is 
conveniently divided into sections corresponding with the various histori- 
cal periods into which the subject naturally falls. This orderly and 
methodical arrangement, which by the way is by no means a matter of 
course, is of a piece with the general clearness of treatment apparent 
throughout. Dr. Breasted is evidently no believer in the theory that a 
book, to be truly scientific, must be dull. He possesses the all too unusual 
faculty of presenting his subject in an interesting manner, and this faculty 
is abundantly in evidence in the present work. This is especially noticeable 
in the chapter on predynastic Egypt. For this early period, while the 
material documents are rather plentiful, the few written documents that 
exist reveal little more than the names of reigning monarchs and give 
but scant hint of the course of historical events. Out of this material, 
which in less skilful hands might have given rise to a dry archaeological 
discussion, Dr. Breasted has constructed a picture of Egyptian life, in the 
earliest times, as fascinating as it is convincing. The preliminary survey 
(chap, ii), giving a conspectus of the history of Egypt for the whole period 
covered by the book, carries the reader at once in medias res, and supplies 
the key to the subsequent development of the subject in greater detail. 
The good judgment and skill with which this has been carried out must 
impress even the casual reader. Throughout Dr. Breasted writes clearly 

1 Ancient Records oj Egypt: The Historical Documents. By James Henry 
Breasted. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1905. Vol. I, "The First to the 
Seventeenth Dynasties;" Vol. II, "The Eighteenth Dynasty;" Vol. Ill, "The Nine- 
teenth Dynasty;" Vol. IV, "The Twentieth to the Twenty-sixth Dynasties." 
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and lucidly. He tells his story in a straightforward and spirited manner 
and, while no detail of importance is omitted, he is never prolix. This 
happy combination of judicious conciseness with ample fulness of treat- 
ment is a distinguishing feature of the book. The author has incorporated 
in his work the results of Eduard Meyer's searching chronological investi- 
gation 3 whereby the long-existing chaos in this field has at length been 
reduced to order, so that the subject of Egyptian chronology now stands 
upon a secure foundation. According to Meyer's conclusions, adopted 
by Breasted, a margin of error of about a century in either direction must 
be allowed in case of any given date from the First to the Eleventh Dy- 
nasties, while for the succeeding period the possible error is nowhere greater 
than a decade. The very great advance in historic accuracy marked by 
the establishment of Meyer's chronological system, resting as it does upon 
proof amounting to absolute demonstration, can be best appreciated when 
it is remembered that formerly, to cite a single instance, the dates assigned 
by different Egyptologists to King Susfru, the last Pharaoh of the Third 
Dynasty, showed an extreme divergence of nearly a thousand years. 

Dr. Breasted 's History oj Egypt marks a very distinct advance. It is 
an able treatment of a most difficult subject by a thoroughly competent 
scholar, in accordance with the best principles of modern historical inves- 
tigation, and the author is to be congratulated upon the production of a 
work of such excellence both from the literary and the scientific stand- 
point. The book is profusely illustrated, and the typography is excellent. 

Christopher Johnston 
Johns Hopkins University 

Studies in the Book of Job. By Rev. Francis N. Peloubet, D.D. 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1906. Pp. 115. $1 net. 

The story of the "Hebrew Hamlet" still continues to fascinate lovers 
of the best literature. The adventures of Ulysses, the world-wanderer, are 
not more entrancing to thoughtful men than those of the man of Uz who 
never left his tell of ashes and dung. Indeed, this greatest Greek epic of 
war is in several respects notably inferior to this Hebrew drama of the soul. 
The last dozen years have produced some of the best commentaries and 
monographs on Job ever written ; yet there was need of just such a book as 
this, which is not inferior to'Moulton or Genung in its power to bring to the 
ordinary Bible-reader a new and vivid realization of the treasure hidden in 
this Arabian ash-field, while for teachers it is of unique value. 

Its method is pedagogical, and differs from that of all previous writers: 
3 Agyptische Chronologic Von Eduard Meyer. Berlin, 1904. 



